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9 September 2020 

Maidwell Primary School 
 

Newsletter No 101 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

www.maidwellprimary.net 

Follow us on Facebook 

Covid Symptoms 
 

If your child is displaying symptoms which may indicate COVID infection, 

please seek advice by calling 111 or 119.  Staff cannot advise as we are not 

medically trained. 

 

New School Year Message from The Safer Roads Team 

Reissued from last September 
 

Parking outside schools is a significant problem across the county.  With the new 

school year now upon us parents are reminded to be mindful when dropping off or 

picking up their children and not to fall into the habit of parking illegally or in a 

thoughtless or dangerous manner. 

  

The area outside school entrances must be kept clear to allow an unrestricted view 

for approaching drivers and riders or children wanting to cross the road.  

  

Parents are also reminded not to park inconsiderately and in a way which 

will inconvenience residents (especially opposite or blocking access driveways), other 

road users or in a way that obstructs the road. 

  

Parents are advised to not stop or park: 

 

 Near a school entrance 

 On any zig-zag road markings 

 Anywhere you would prevent access for Emergency Services 

 At or near a bus or taxi rank 

 Opposite or within 10 metres (32 feet) of a junction 

 Where the kerb has been lowered to help wheelchair users and mobility vehicles 

 In front of an entrance to a property 

 On a bend 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

Martin Young 

 

Martin will be with us on Monday 21st   

September to support this term’s literacy 

work on The Three Billy Goats Gruff.   

 

We have missed Martin’s lovely drawings 

in school and can’t wait to welcome him 

back. 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
 

We have ad-hoc spaces available 

at Breakfast Club daily this term.  

Please remember that we need 

48 hours’ notice if you wish to 

book a place.  If you wish to 

cancel your commitment, the 

school needs a term’s notice to 

enable us to adjust staffing  

provision accordingly. 

 

Please  

remember 

that PE Kit is 

to be worn in 

school ALL 

DAY on a 

Thursday. 
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 Term Dates 

This half term finishes on Friday 23 October 2020 and we return to school on Tuesday 3 

November 2020.  Full academic year dates are published on the school website and include 

the school’s five Teacher Training Days.  Please note that  training days are not  

included on the calendar on Northamptonshire County Council’s website. 

N E W S L E T T E R  N O  1 0 1  

 

Collecting pupils at the end of the school day 
 

Please remember that children should be collected promptly at their allotted pick-up 

time.  It is essential that you arrive on time to ensure that we comply with current  

Government guidelines for social-distancing. 

FRUIT FOR MORNING BREAK TIME - KS2 
 

Please feel free to put a piece of fruit in your child’s bag for eating at morning break 

(especially if they have been used to having a piece of fruit in KS1!).  We are pleased to 

confirm that the Class 1 Fruit Scheme resumed this week. 

Governing Body News 
 

A vacancy will arise in October for a Parent Governor.  Please watch out for further  

information in the near future. 

The national flu immunisation programme 2020/2021 
 

This year the school nursing team will again be responsible for delivering the ‘flu vaccine 

in school.   The spray will be offered to ALL PUPILS.  Full details were sent home via 

ParentMail.  The team will be in school on Tuesday 6 October to oversee the  

vaccination programme at Maidwell Primary School.     

 

New for 2020:  Please complete the consent process online direct with the school nursing 

team.  Our school is listed under ROTHWELL area. 

Sending Mail in to School 
 

As we are trying to minimise any contact between home and school and in light of the 

fact that only lunch boxes will come from home, we have set up three individual class 

email addresses in order for safe communication: 

 

Class 1: class1@maidwell.northants.sch.uk 

Class 2: class2@maidwell.northants.sch.uk 

Class 3: class3@maidwell.northants.sch.uk 

 

Alternatively for general messages, please use the office email address, but bear in mind 

that emails sent to this address are only checked if Mrs Smoczynski is in the office and 

should therefore not be used for urgent messages.  Please always telephone with time-

limited messages. 

 

Absence from school:  For the above reason, absence from school MUST ALWAYS 

be telephoned in to the school office by 9.15am. 
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Please make a note of these dates in your diary for next half term: 
    

Y1/Y2/Class 2/Class 3:    Tuesday 10 November 2020  3.40-5.00pm 

Y1/Y2/Class 2/Class 3:    Thursday 12 November 2020  3.40-7.00pm 

Reception pupils:    Wednesday 11 November 2020 During the school day 

 

  Due to the current situation all Parents’ Consultations will take place by telephone. 

Parents’ Evenings:  November Dates   

N E W S L E T T E R  N O  1 0 1  

IM
PORTANT DATES 

Music Lessons 

 

Strings lessons with Mrs Mitchell (Tuesdays) and wood-

wind lessons with Mrs Mourant (Wednesday) recommence 

next week.  Please ensure your child has their instrument 

in school with them.  Both teachers have availability if your 

child would like to learn an instrument.  Please sign up  

direct with NMPAT. 

 

Guitar lessons continue on TUESDAYS. 

NMPAT First Access Project 

African Drumming 

 

Class 3 will again be enjoying 10  

sessions this term with NMPAT  

learning African Drumming. 

 

 

Wheels for Andrew 

 

Earlier in the year we helped raise funds  

towards the purchase of Mr Elliott’s new 

wheelchair.  Mr & Mrs Elliott had hoped to be 

able to come in to school to show us the new 

whizzy wheelchair but unfortunately  

circumstances have overtaken us.  However, 

they have sent us this lovely photograph of Mr 

Elliott in the wheelchair and have asked us to 

pass on their huge thanks.  He loves his new 

chair! 

Notice Period Reminder 
 

Please remember that all sessions charged by the school (at the present time just Breakfast Club, but 

this also includes any afterschool clubs when they start to run again) require a FULL TERM’S NOTICE 

(ie: two half terms) if your child no longer wishes to use the facilities. 
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https://pmx.parentmail.co.uk 

Letters and messages will mostly be sent to your inbox/phone via ParentMail.   

 

MOBILE TELEPHONE NUMBERS MUST be registered with ParentMail.  

This is the ONLY method we have available to us for sending emergency texts to 

parents (in the event of winter school closure etc).   

 

The annual Data Collection Sheets will be sent home shortly.  Please check that 

we have your correct email address, home and mobile phone number on these 

sheets for correspondence. 

www.parentpay.com 

Please remember that for auditing and traceability purposes we are unable to  

accept cash payments in school (with the exception of the purchase of swimming 

hats).  All chargeable items are loaded to ParentPay when they arise and we 

would encourage you to check your account regularly.  If you have joined us this 

term, please log in and validate your account using the code sent home as soon as 

possible.  This term’s Breakfast Club charges have already been loaded. 

Thursday 15 October 2020  

6.00pm - in school 

EYFS Parents’ Meeting 
 

Please could all reception parents put 

this date in your diary.  This will mark 

the beginning of the home/school  

partnership.  Attendance at these termly 

meetings will help you to assist your 

child at home. 

 

The subject of this session will be the 

teaching of phonics and reading. 

Wednesday 7 or Thursday 8 October, 

9.45-10.30am 

 

EYFS Parents:   

Talk for Writing Sessions 
 

We plan to continue to invite parents into 

school to witness Talk for Writing in action 

in the Early Years. 

 

Please put these important dates in your 

diary:  further details to follow. 

IMPORTANT DIARY DATES 

Talk for Reading 

 

As part of our School Development Plan this year, we will continue to develop the Talk 

for Reading approach.  It was our intention to invite parents in to school to see this in  

action in order to assist you in supporting your child’s reading at home.  We intend to 

continue with this plan, but the requirements for social distancing etc may mean that it 

perhaps comes to you as recorded sessions.  More details to follow ... 
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The PTA would like to welcome back all the children and parents/guardians including the new 

reception year and new starters.   Last academic year was indeed unprecedented and it was a 

shame that we could not have the summer fair.  However, we are all glad to be back at school 

and getting on with our current new way of life.  This academic year will obviously be different 

for the PTA and we are very sad that we cannot put on our usual events due to the current 

restrictions.  As such, the following events CANNOT go ahead this full term:  Halloween  

Party, Christmas Fair, Luxury Hamper Raffle, pop-up cafe/cake sale at Sharing Assemblies,  

related performance DVDs and photos and the launch of the Grown-Ups lending library.   

 

So it will be a slower year for the PTA and opportunities for fundraising will be slim, but we 

can continue in spirit.  We CAN continue with our Cash4Clothes fundraising scheme and the 

‘design your own' Christmas card and gifts as these can be carried out with no or minimum 

contact.  Also, we are reminding you of the 'Easyfundraising' shopping app which is a brilliant 

way to earn money for the PTA/School by simply shopping! 

 

We will continue to support the school and the children by adding to the page turner libraries 

when needed, funding visits for educational guests when we can have them, enhancing parts of 

the playing field and providing support where it is needed.  

 

However, the PTA is not just about fundraising, it's also about our school community and it is 

important to the PTA that we all feel very much part of the school. In this spirit we plan to 

help make the school look presentable by doing a few mornings or afternoons of socially  

distanced grounds maintenance on the playground, car park and playing field.  Any help with 

these is much appreciated, whether you want to get stuck in, or only have an hour to spare … 

it all helps. Dates to be confirmed and will be sent out via ParentMail. 

 

As we will be missing the much loved Halloween party, we will instead hold a Halloween 

pumpkin carving competition that can be completed during half term week (details to follow). 

 

Cash4Clothes collection - TBC - but please remember to hold on to things if you can! 

 

Due to restrictions we have not set any PTA meetings yet and we are communicating mostly 

via mobile communication, but if you have any ideas you would like to share with us please let 

us know either by contacting one of the committee or the school via email. 

 

Please check any future ParentMail as this is where we post most information. We look  

forward and thank you for your continued support this academic year. 

 

Thank you 

The PTA Team 

Maidwell school PTA 

Jodie Nikel 
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